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Rejoice with me!  The lost has been found!
I.  Jesus searches for the lost
II.   You and I search for the lost
 
Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear him.  2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  3 Then Jesus told them this parable:  4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders  6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’  7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.  8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’  10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
 
I’ve lost my marbles!  You might be thinking, “I know the pastor is busy, but I hope that he hasn’t lost his mind.”  To lose an actual bag of marbles is one thing, but to lose your mind is a completely different matter.  Sometimes losing something, like a bag of marbles, makes you lose your mind.  Like if you misplace your keys or wallet or cell phone, you go crazy trying to find them again.  You retrace your steps until you find whatever it is you lost.  And if you can’t find that misplaced item, you tear apart the house looking for it.  And when you do find that lost item you either kick yourself for not remembering where you had placed it or you rejoice!  “I’ve found the remote!  I will not have to get up off the couch and change the channel on the TV!”      
 
Today in the gospel from Luke, Jesus tells two parables.  A parable is an earthly story with a spiritual meaning.  With his two illustrations the Great Teacher tells us there are souls in this world who are lost.  He seeks these lost souls.  He also asks us to go out and find lost souls.  And when they are found, there is much rejoicing!  
 
The first parable is about the lost sheep.  The people who listened to Jesus’ parable understood that life as a shepherd on the hills of Palestine was an around-the-clock job.  Sheep are not smart animals.  They are apt to wander from the flock.  Sheep often place themselves into situations from which they cannot get themselves out of; stuck on a ledge, fall into ravines, tangled in thorns and thistles, and the shepherd has to come rescue them.  But the shepherd understands this.  He knows his sheep, often by name.  This flock is his livelihood.  And so when one of the sheep is missing he quickly runs through the countryside to find that lost sheep.  And when he finds it, he carries it on his shoulders to be with t the rest of his flock.  He calls his friends and neighbors together and says, “Rejoice with me!  I have found my lost sheep!”  
 
The second parable is similar, about a lost coin.  A woman has 10 silver coins called drachmas.  A drachma was about one day’s wage.  She loses one of those coins.  What would you do if you lost a day’s worth of your paycheck?  You’d search through the house, under your stacks of papers on your desk, among the bills, under the table and couch, in your purse or checkbook, until you found that money.  This task would have been a little more difficult for this woman.  Eastern homes frequently had no windows and earthen floors making the search for a single coin very difficult.  So the woman lights her lamp and carefully sweeps every inch of that floor until she finds her lost coin.  And then, she, too, like the shepherd, invites her friends and neighbors over and says, “Let’s celebrate!  I have found my lost coin!”  
 
Jesus told these stories because he had been hanging out with tax collectors and “sinners.”  The Pharisees, the holier-than-thou spiritual leaders of the Jews, criticized him for this.  Why would anyone sit down and have dinner with, much less talk to, the lowest in Jewish society?  Tax collectors were considered traitors because they collected taxes from the Jews for the Roman government.  In essence they were funding a pagan conqueror and often defrauded the people.  The “sinners” that the Pharisees spoke of were probably prostitutes, adulterers, robbers and notoriously evil people.  But these were the lost sheep that Jesus went out and found.  These were the lost coins that needed to hear some good news in their life, the best news, that this Jesus of Nazareth was their Savior from sin.  Jesus went out and found them.  He then shared the Word of God with them.  The Word convicted their hearts.  They repented of their sins.  They put their sinful lifestyles behind them.  It is because of these people that the angels in heaven were partying.  Notice the contrast between God’s love and care for sinners and his joy at the sinners’ repentance and the attitude of the Pharisees.   
Do you notice who is missing this morning?  There are sheep who have strayed from our little flock called Faith Lutheran Church, sheep who have been gone a long time, sheep who refuse to make the effort to attend worship on Sunday, to be fed by the Word of God.  But have you sought them out?  Do you notice who’s missing this morning?  There are sheep of this flock who are very faithful in their worship and Bible study attendance.  And then, for some reason, because of no fault of their own, a work schedule or illness, have been absent.  Have you sought them out?  Do you notice who’s missing this morning?  There are many lost sheep and many lost coins outside those doors who don’t know the voice of their Good Shepherd at all, who are wandering around in the darkness of their sin and you know who they are. Have you sought them out?  I admit that I, as your shepherd, have not always been faithful in seeking the lost or absent.  Have you?    
 
Why should we care for the lost?  Because at one time you and I were like the tax collectors and “sinners.” We were, at one time, lost in sin, lost in our own unbelief, lost in death.  All of us were like a frightened child walking through a crazy Halloween corn maze, but every turn was a dead end.  And at each end we were confronted with terrors of our sin.  It did us no good to retrace our steps to get out, because at the beginning when we started out we were lost.  In conversations with folks in this community regarding spiritual matters, I have heard many people say, “I found Christ.”  Can anyone find Christ when they are completely on their own, lost in their own sins, destined to die forever in hell?  Jesus had to come and find them.  Jesus had to come and find you.  And that is what he did.  He earnestly sought you out and found you wandering around in your sins.  He tapped you on the shoulder and said, “Take my hand.  Let’s get out of here.”  And when he found you he saved you.
 

When he found me he saved me.  He was the one who led my parents to bring me to the baptismal font as an infant.  He was the one who then washed away my sins making me his little lamb, no longer lost, but found and brought into the fold.  He was Lamb for sinners slain, who covered me in his innocent blood through the washing of water and the Word.  He is the one who has removed the stain of my unfaithfulness, my neglect at seeking the lost.  I was found and saved by Christ through baptism.  You were found and saved by Christ through baptism.  
 
Maybe your parents didn’t bring you up in the Word.  Maybe later on in your life Jesus was the one who brought someone into your life, who sought you out and shared the Word of God with you.  And you repented of your sins, eventually desired baptism and received that assurance that your past sins of making excuses, of an unrepentant lifestyle, all those sins, were washed away.  You have indeed been forgiven.  Jesus seeks the lost.  He went and found me.  He came and sought you out.  And when he found you he saved you.  
 
Just as when a little child wanders away from his mother or father in the store and becomes completely lost, the parent earnestly searches for them and when they find them again they are relieved and so happy, and the child confesses, “I’m sorry.”  So also, now that the Good Shepherd has found you and sought you out and is so happy that you are his, you and I, we repent and say, “I’m sorry for not seeking the lost as you sought me.  Forgive me.”  Today you confessed and received that forgiveness at the beginning of the service, “Holy and merciful Father, I am by nature sinful; I have disobeyed you; I have failed to do what is good.”  And he announced his forgiveness through your shepherd, “Your heavenly Father has been merciful to you and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for your sins.”  
 
In just a few minutes your Good Shepherd will bring you forgiveness in a very personal way through the Lord’s Supper.  Here in this holy meal, the wine is not just a symbol of Christ’s blood, the bread is not just a representation of his body.  Here in Holy Communion, he promises you, this is my body, this is my blood, together with the bread and wine, a great mystery, no doubt, but one you believe by faith.  This meal strengthens your faith in the Lamb and sets your mind at rest that you are covered by his blood.  For that we rejoice and praise our God!  Even today the angels in heaven rejoice and give praise to God who is seated on his kingly throne that forgiveness has come to another soul!  
 
II.   You and I search for the lost
Empowered by his Word and refreshed by his body and blood we now go out and seek the lost.  First of all, we seek the lost among our own.  It is the duty of your pastor and elder to call and visit sheep that are not present in worship for a long time.  Perhaps we can do a better job of informing you who these people are so that you too can assist and show your concern for the lost.  When you notice a coin that has been missing in the church because of illness or work, pick up your phone and call them.  Write them a short note.  Stop by their home.  Pray for them.  Just let them know that you noticed they were missing.  And when they return, rejoice!  
 
However, when a sheep has strayed from the flock and for whatever reason does not make an effort to return to the flock, your approach is little different.  Still pray for them.  But when you call them, or write them or stop by their home, let them know that you are sincerely concerned for their spiritual wellbeing.  Sometimes you will have to say to those lost sheep, “You’ve spent a lot of time away from the fold.  You could be in danger of becoming lost.  The only way you are fed is through the Word of God and the Lord’s Supper.  By not being here you’re starving yourself.  The best place for you to be is here with us so that we can encourage you and you can encourage us to remain faithful.”  Our purpose in saying these things is so that they repent, and return to the Lord.  And when they return to worship, rejoice!
 
Secondly, we seek the lost among the lost.  All of you have established friendships with your neighbors, coworkers, family members, and acquaintances who do not know the voice of the Good Shepherd.  You tell them, “We’ve been friends for a while.  And I care enough about you to share this with you.  Come to church with me and see why it is so important to me.”  Show them why an hour or two on Sunday morning is so vital to your life.  Bring them to church so that they can be found by Christ.  And when the Holy Spirit works on their hearts through his Holy Word, and they repent and believe and are brought into the fold, rejoice!         
 

Dear friends, have you lost anything lately?  Did you find it?  There are lost sheep and lost coins out there, just as you were at one time?  Jesus went and found you.  He came and found me.  Let’s go find others together.  Amen. 
 
